Year Past One of l'erp!eiﬂ!’ for
American Rallways.

Presidents of Roads Amnswer
Questions as to Conditions.

PROSECUTORS - PERSECUTORS

H. U. Mudge Calis It “Unbusi-
nesslike Strangulation.”

Other Items of General Interest
in the Traffic World.

{"From the raflway viewpoint last year
was one of unprﬂ-edenlcd perplexity.
A year ago the first decreases In gross
earnings of any importance since
August of 1911 were beginning to ap-
pear, and the eastern lines were con-
fidentially concluding their arguments
before the interstate commerce com=
misslon for & 5 per cent increase in
freight rates. Not until August 1, the
day Germany declared war on Russlnd.
was the riate decision handed down an
then the 5 per cent increase Wis !;rant-
ed only to those roads operating west of
and Plttsburg.
B;::l;luw York Evening Post recently
gent out questions to many of the
prominent rajllwisy heaids in the country
and along with the answers sent by
the presidents summed up the events
leading o the freight rate lnﬂrelase;
granted last month. In the face ©
steadlly decreasing earnings, the Post
snys, the lines operating east of Buf-
falo and Pitisburg succeeded in re-
opening the 5 per cent rate case, t_md
on December 18 finally won a favor-
able verdict, The decision camo at the
moment when depression In the rall-
road industry—as a result of the gen-
eral derangement of trade caused by
the European war—was at its darkest.
It left both Wall street and the busi-
ness community at large In doubt as to
what would be the outcome next yvear,
even with the higher rates conceded.
The questions submitted by the ‘I’nrs_!.
to /the railroad heads ave given below:
What do you look for as the dominant
igfluences on rallway affajirs In_ the
coming twelvemonth? Do you expect
G to be a good or a bad year frmg
the rallroad viewpoint? What should
be the trend of gross aml net earnings -
It it not true that the enforced econ-
omies of the past eight or ten months
will cause unusually heavy m_lrvhasrn
of rails, equipment. and supplies L'iur—
ing the next twelve months? To what
extent., in your opinion, has the rail-
road situntion in general been helped
and to what cxtent Injured by xovern;
ment regulation up to the present date?
What changes, If any, should be made
in the existing s)‘:tem and machinery
of rate regulation?
rAns:wersz received to the foregoing
questions by (wo western railroad
heads are as follows:
Henry U. Mudze. President Rock
Tuland.
The dominant Influences on railway
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too frequently results in loss of life,
Iimb and minor accidents.

“Failing to ‘stop, listen and look
both ways' before attempting to cross
a railroad track whether on foot or in
a vehicle, .

“Trespassing upon the right of way,
tracks, engines, cars or trains of any
railroad.

“Permitting children to use the rail-
road right of way as a ‘short cut’ or
using it as such yourself.

“Standing too close to track when a
train is approaching.

“Boarding or leaving moving trains.

“Leaving trains on side opposite the
station platform.

“Riding upon the platforms
steps of cars while In motion.

“Putting hesdd or arms out of car
windowa.

“Permitting your baggage Lo re-
main in ecar aisles.

“Permitting children to run about
the train while in motion, or go from
car to car unaccompanied by an aduit,

“*Throwing bottles and other refuse
from moving trains.

or

affairs in the coming twelve months
will be better treatment of the rail- |
ways by the lawmakers and those who
are delegated to give effect to lhe;
laws, There will be a-tendency on
the part of the latter to treat the rail-|
ways more fairly. I belleve the year|
1915 will give the raillways larger|
gross earnings; 1 doubt if the net
earnings will show much increase be-
cause of the necessity for higher oper-
ating costs, particularly as to main-
tenance.

It Is true that the enforced econo-
mies of the past elght or ten months
will capse unusually heavy purchases
of supplles If the railways have the
wherewithal to make these purchases.

The rallway sltuation was helped by
regulation untll the regulators reached
a point where they were not only
prosecutors, but persecutors of the
railways. For the past twelve months
there have been no bhenefits to the
rallways from regulation, and the un-
businesslike strangulation has beemy
very rulnous

The changes that I would suggest in
the existing system and machinery of
rate regulation are, first, that there
should be only one rate regulation
body in the United States for the regu-
lation of
rates, and, second, that this body|
ghould be compored of a esufficient|
number of able men to handle the af-
fairas more promptly, and that it
should be divided into sections cover-
ing the various parts of the country.
The enlargement of the commission
ought to be the addition of some men
with a knowledge of rallway opera-
tion, and others with some financial
knowledge.

It is manifestly impossible for forty-
cight s=tates to retain the regulation
of rates within the states, without con-
flicting with the authority that regu-
lates the rates for freight and passen-

gers passing through two or more

states.

Fdward P. IUploy, President Atchi-
son, & Bantia Fe,

It looks to me as if the current year
taken as a whole will not be as good
an last year, elther as to groas or net
earnings. There are some exceptions,
ho vever, in the territory traversed by
western roads, which will get large
benefits from the heavy crops.

The enforced economies of the past
year will necessitate some purchases
during the next twelve months; but
not large as compared with those
made in ordinary years.

Government regulation has helped |
the rallroads to a certain extent, and
will help more If intelligently direct-
ed. Of late It has not been intelli-
gent. The law giving the interstate
¢o imerce commission the right to
suspend rates for practically an in-
definite period and the law placing
the burde: of proof on the railroads
should be repealed if regulation is to
be successful; also the Interstate com-
merce commission should not be
obliged to act in the capacity of de-
tective, prosecuting attornay, judge
and jury, fairness under such circum-
stances being impossible,

IN INTEREST OF SAVETY.

Rock Island Is Distributing Wamings
to the Public in Kansas,

The Rock Island safety department
has lssued warnings to the public
which will be thoroughly distributed
on the lines of that raiiroad. General
Bafety Supervisor Shedd is at the head
of the movement and the work in this
ii‘ittt;itit wll} Tbe Imndlad by D. B.

O n o ( d
uu_:;;who:;_.d peka, istrict safety

e ca points out that
5.434 persons were killed nnl: é.’c‘sz-i
injured as the resuit of trespassing.

Following Is the reading matter on
the -rt;‘-mlngz

y € management of the R
land lines, through itz safety gf:l:en!:.;
warns you that the following practices

“Taking chances at any time or in
any place,

“Help us to prevent injury.”

Bix Santa Fe Brothers,

Some of these days the Santa Fe
might run a speclal train on the
western Kansas divislon. A traln
crew of six brothers, all Grockowskys,
could be made up nickly, There are
six of these brothers, John, Paul,
Mike, Andy, Mart and Will. All are
Banta Fe employees at Newton, Some
are on the road and others are In the
shops. The voungest is 19 years old.

D, & R. G. Changes,

W. H. Cundey has been made as-
sistant general passenger agent of the
Denver & Rioc Grande and the RI
Grande Southern rallroads with head-
quarters in Denver. A. C, Wilson has
been appointed general agent for the

Rio Grande, Western Pacific, Missour{

Pacific and Bt. Louis, Iron Mountain
& Southern railways at Colorado
Sprins&

THROUGH THE KEYHOLE

all freight and pausensel'me His Wife Sitting on Man's Lupl

amd Kills Her.

New York, Jan. 4.—Mrs. Frances
Collina was shot and killed early to-
day at her home, where she lived with
her husband, Willlam, and her two
brothers. The husband is charged
with murder. Collins heard his wife's
voice In an adjoining bedroom Ilast
night. He went to the door, peeped
through the keyhole and saw her sit-
ting in a man's lap. Collins demand-
ed admission. was refused, and it is
charged, fired through the panel of
the door. Mrs. Collins fell to the
floor, fatally wounded.

The man in whose lap Mras. Col-
lins was sitting was said to be her
brother George.

e e —

AUDITORIUM

2 WEEKS

MRS. RIGBY DEAD.

Mother of Postmaster Victim of Poeu-
monis Sanday.

Mrs. Anna M. Rigby, wife of M. F.
Rigby, a former candy merchant, died
at her home, 719 Harrison street, Sun-
day afternocon. Her death followed an
attack of pneumonia.

Mrs. Rigby was born April 23, 1846,
in Johnson county, Ill., and removed to
Ottumwa, Ia.,, with her parents while
a child. She was married in 1869 to
M. F. Rigby and shortly after their
marringe they removed to Falirfield,
Ia., where they lived until 1879. In that
year they came to Topeka with their
family and Mr. Rigby built up an ex-
tensive confectionery business. He re-
tired last year.

Mr. and Mrs. Rigby became serjously
ill December 27 from ptomaine polson-
ing, although the cause was never dis-
covered. She was confined to her bed
for a day following the poisoning but
last’ Tuesday she was taken ill with
pneumonia. .

Mrs, Rigby is survived by her hus-
| band and three sons, W. O. Rigby, post-
master of Topeka, George E. Rigby, of
"I‘opelm. and Harry J. Rigby, of New
York, mapager of the Remick Music
company. They were all present at the
time of her death.

The funeral will be held from the
residence Tuesday afternoon at
o'clock. The burial will be in Topeka
cemetery.

“TWO SUNDAY ALARMS

| One Water Pipe Seal Broke Under
Pressure at Crosby Store.

Two alarms of fire at approximately
the same time made the members of
the Topeka fire department both busy
afld nervous Sunday morning. They
were nervous because the second
alarm came from Crosby Brothers'
department store, indicating the pos-
sibility of a fire of large proportions.

The first call was to 700 Topeka
avenue, The roof of the house occu-
pied by Irwin Pribble had caught fire
from unknown causes. While this
blaze was being extingulshed the
Western Union’s automatic fire alarm
system indicated a fire at Crosby
Brothers. The latter alarm, however,
proved to be false. The automatic
| alarm system at Crosby Brothers con-
sists of numerous water pipes sealed
with a metal whifh melts at a cer-
tain heat, starting a flow of water and
at the same time causing an alarm at
the Western Union office. Too high
a water pressure, and not fire, had
released the water In the pipes.

The damagé at the Pribble home
was $100.
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are dangerous, as indulgence therein

January 18th to 30th

BIGGER AND BETTER THAN EVER|

—
—————

doubtful one,”
I

i

Beals and “Chief™ Myérs seem to be the
favorites in the running.

All of these men, with the exception
of Dwight Ream's ,+ Are mem-
bers of the 1914 football team and all of
them were exceptionally good on the
forward pass.

Upon request of Alonzo Cuelet the
following rules governing a pocket bil-
lard tournament are laid down:

First—No player shall be allowed to
wear gloves, except rubber, or to other-
wisg pad his hands while participating
in a matech. ;

Becond—All players must use English
when calling their shots and must not
use English when forced to make com-
ments on thelr own punk fallures. §

Third—Any player who puts rosin,
glue or sorghum molasses in the talcum
powder can shall forfeit the gamg to
his opponent and the score shall be 100
to 0 regardliesa of the te of the game
at the time of “stic stuff is dis-
covered.

Fourth—Threatening, frightening or
in any way Intimidating a ball or an
opponent by wearing a vicious looking
neck-tie shall be prohibited. The referee
shall at all times have the power to
compel a player to remove from sight
any neck-tie that he considers danger-
ous or menacing In any“way. This rule
shall apply to handkerchicfs as well as
neck-ties where they are brought into
prominence too frequently.

Fifth—No player shall be allowed to
put his foot, head. or other part of his
body Into a pocket in order to keep an
opponent from depositing a ball therein.

Sixth—Calling a short draw shot a
knee length or a long draw a combina-~
tion suit shall be considered immodest
and shall not be toleratéd a second
time. Calling the cue ball pet names
asuch as Susle, Snake Mary, Old Heifer,

play, every one will concede, but since
when has match play taken the place
over the medal round?

In the old days of football a center
wWas a necessary evil, a huge bulk of
humanity who was not exfected to do
much except stop, by sheer welght,
the through-the-center plunges and
pass the ball accurately. To elect him
a leader of the team was almost an
unheard of thing. This year, of the
fifty college captains already selected
for next year’s football teams, there
are more centers than men occupying
other positions, and the centers today
have one of the hardest positions on
the team to fill. Football has grown
rapidly in tre past decade, and every
man who plays now has to be an in-
telligent, well trained, alert athlete.

Harvard's refusal to give games to
Michigan and Washington & Jeffer-
son in 1915 is a clear case of “cold
feet"—and something more. The
moral seems to be: If you want to
have Harvard schedule vou for a
m: each year yu:amust be ecareful
not to come anywhere mear beatin
the Crimson. -

Verily these do be dark days for
the dark boxer. Rather they will be
if other boxing commissions follow the
lead taken by the Wisconsin body. It
has competitions between ne-
gro boxers, while one of its original
rules prohibits mixed contests, or
bouts between a white and colored
boxer. The situation wouldn't be so
poignantly tough If those lumbering
boys disguised as white hopes would
show a desire to do battle with the
Langfords, McVeas, Jeamettes and
Wills in places where such contests
are allowed. As conditions exist,
though, the star black boys are vir-
tually out of it.

TO BOX FOR STOCEMEN.

Denver Will Probably Have Match
Between Wolgast and Azevedo.
Denver, Col.,, Jan. 4.—Promoter
Jack Kanner of the Colorado A. C. has
announced that he has secured the
Auditorium for a twenty-round bout
during the stockmen's convention and

Sexvices for Old Soldiers at Lowman
Hill Chwrch.

_ Memorial services for members of
Post No. 71, G. A. R., and of the W.
R. C. who diled during the year of
1914 were held Sunday at the Low-
man HIill Methodist church. The Rev.
W. M. Balch delivered the memorhl
address and the Rev. J. K. Miller gave
the enlogiez on the deceased members.

The church was crowded during the
services. Ralph Jackson sounded
taps. Members of the G. A. R. for
whom the services were held: Handy
8. Day, Martin Weisser, J. M. Dun-
neil, John H.. Frizzell, Alonzo Stone,
James Smith, George Reed, W. J.
Whittekind, Albert McClain and John
8. Steadman.

Members of the W. R. C. who died
in 1914: Mrs. Margaret Shaw, Mra
Francis Riley Dumneil, Mrs. Francls
DeBow and Mra. Mary Dwyer.

VICTORY FOR STATE.

Gas Hearing a Decisive Result, S8ays
Attorney General Dawson.

That the ending of the recent nat-
ural gas hearing before the Kansas
Public Utllities commission was a vic-
tory for the state, owing to the fact
that the gas companies were unable
to get away from the control of the
commiasion into the federal courts, is
the opinion of John Dawson, attor-
ney general of Kansas, in his last re-
port to the legiskuture.

Had the companies succeeded In |
taking the case into the federal courts, |
any railroad could have done the same |
and the public utilitles act would
practically have been made null and |
vold, according to Mr. Dawson.

Horses and Cattle Dying.
Norway, Kan., Jan. 4.—Reports
coming in from the farmers of nearly
every locality indicate that the losses

to the scarcity of water on many |
farms. The losses In this and adjoin- |

ing countles will likely run into the ppane 192

thousands of dollars.
|

Sweetheart, Dirty Pup and
————— {8 taking an unfair advantage
and shall be considerel unsportinan-
like. 3 .

Seventh—Playeras will at all times be
expected to use a viadnct when they
have to have both feet off the floor at
the same time.

Fighting for kisses is the Iatest
thing in boxing cireles. Teddy Jacobs,
who outpointed Frankle Brown in a
ten-round New York bout kst week
is the lucky guy. Among Jacob's sec-
onds was a pretty young girl who
stayed in his corner of the ring and
kissed him at the ~of. every round.

Jacobs and thia. -should both be
given Iron Croms medals. And, if all
fighters will take up the tip, it will do
more towards reviving iInterest in the
game and keeping it clean than any-
thing else in the world. Just think of
the good old deacons who would take
to the ring If they thought they could
have a pretty girl kiss them every so
many minutes!

The Federal League and the Fed-
eral League camp followera are now
advertising the fact that thers are
more stars in the outlaw camp than
in eithrer of the other major leagues.
They include Walter Johnson of Kan-
sas and Lee Mages of Bt. Louis

Whether they have or haven't is of
small importance, but It Is a cinch
that, if they keep on dropping dollars
in the slot and keep on long enough
they will accumulate a pretty
star pile. The only thing that can
ever keep them from sticking now
|seems to be a lack of money and so
far money seems to have been one of
their least worries.

Unless something unforeseen hap-
pens, the Feds ought to put out some
fast teams this season and ought to
glve the fans a few games that will be
worth looking at.

New York, Jan. 4.—Upon the re-
quest of Manager PoHock, Promoter
Jimmy Johnston has changed the
date of the Freddie Welsh-Charley
White battle here from January 13 to
January 26. Pollock wants the cham-
pion to be In the best of condition, as
he realizes White is about the tough-
est foe Welsh has met within the last
Year. Manager Lewils for Whilte
agreed to the postponrement and Is
making arrangements to return to
Chicago with his near champion.
Lewis promised to return to New York

Pants .

L SRR SRR R

Comparatively low prices om all
Cleaning. Work guaran-

teed, Euits and Overcoata de-
delivered on hangers in envel-

Topeka Co.

We offer . the bost
means for systematic
and persistent saving.
Installment shares pay-
able monthly in sums
of $1.00 and upward.

Withdrawals
Amount paild in is Te-
paid dollar for dollar
with earnings.

Dividendds
Compounded monthly

RESOLVE
That you will save at
least a dollar a month
during the NEW YEAR
with the

Capitol Building & Loan Aw'n
534 Kansas Ave,

PHONE 328
N. W. Cor. Eighth and Hansas Ave,

of both cattle and horses from corn ' ‘-
stalk disease this winter are apparent- >
ly larger than usual, owing, no doubt, | L . T

Undcrtaker and Embalmer

Office Phones
550

The

Topeka Coaling

Station

SPECIAL

cnléuuumunmtofiextrnksumqﬂg'recnﬁvuil

Semi-Anthracite $6.75 Ton

The Best Grade of Arkansas Coal

Jackson-Walker

()fEkuﬁg.EHT? Kansas Avenue

For
Person Who zuyn
Ticket and Attends
the Mid. Winter

COAL AND
MATERIAL

Yard Phone

2 WEEKS

PRIZES
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Split Week Programs—Each Performance Appears 3 Days—™¢5msthine

. 508-510 Quincy 8%
THOMAS E. JONES, Asmistant -
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